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SUBJECT:DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING MARCH 3, 1978 

FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE NOON 
BRIEFING MARCH 3, 1978: 

Q: HODDING, THERE'S BEEN A NEW DEVELOPMENT ON THE INTERNAL 
SETTLEMENT IN RHODESIA - THE FACT THAT THEY HAVE SET A 
DATE OR DEADLINE. DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT? AND HOW 
DO YOU SEE THAT NOW? 

A: I HAVE VERY LITTLE ON IT FOR SEVERAL GOOD REASONS - NOT 
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THE LEAST OF THEM BEING THAT A FAIR NUMBER OF THE DETAILS 
ARE NOT VERY CLEAR. 

NONETHELESS: THE AGREEMENT ANNOUNCED IN SALISBURY REPRE- 
SENTS A NEW STAGE IN THE PROCESS OF POLITICAL CHANGE IN 
RHODESIA. UNTIL THE FULL DETAILS OF THE SALISBURY ARRANGE- 
MENTS ARE DISCLOSED AND ANALYZED, WE DO NOT INTEND TO COMMENT 
FURTHER UPON THEM - I.E. UPON THOSE DETAILS WHICH WE DON'T 
HAVE IN HAND. 
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A GREAT DEAL REMAINS TO BE DEFINED FOR US AT ANY RATE ABOUT 
WHAT IS PROPOSED IN SALISBURY. 

WITH REGARD TO THE CRUCIAL AREA OF THE EXERCISE OF 
AUTHORITY DURING THE TRANSITION PERIOD, I WANT TO NOTE A 
COUPLE OF THINGS WHICH ARE SIMPLY REITERATIONS FOR THE 
RECORD. AS TO WHY THERE MAY NOT BE AN IMMEDIATE RESPONSE 
COMING FROM HERE: 

THE FIRST IS: THE SECURITY COUNCIL WILL BE MEETING IN 
NEW YORK NEXT WEEK TO DISCUSS THIS SITUATION AND WE WILL 
BE WANTING TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT ITS DELIBERATIONS AND OUR 
PARTICIPATION IN THEM. 

WE DO, I WOULD SAY SPEAKING GENERALLY HOWEVER, INTEND TO 
CONTINUE TO WORK WITH ALL OF THE PARTIES TO PROMOTE AN 
OVERALL SETTLEMENT AND WILL IGNORE NO POSSIBILITIES THAT 
CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THIS IMPORTANT EFFORT. 

AND FINALLY, AS A REITERATION ALSO, WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE 
THAT THERE ARE KEY PRINCIPLES EMBODIED IN THE ANGLO-AMERI- 
CAN PROPOSALS WHICH OFFER AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A LASTING 
SETTLEMENT WHICH WOULD BENEFIT ALL OF RHODESIA. 
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Q: BUT YOU STILL FEEL THAT THE OVERALL AGREEMENT IS A 
SIGNIFICANT STEP, AS YOU SAID EARLIER. 

A: YES. LET ME HOPE THAT IF WE ARE GOING TO REPEAT WHAT 
I SAID EARLIER ABOUT "SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT" THAT THE 
ENTIRE SENTENCE WILL BE REPRINTED THIS TIME, WITH ALL THE 
QUALIFIERS THAT ARE ALSO IN IT. 

BUT YES, THE STATEMENT I ISSUED BEFORE - WITH THE QUALI- 
FIERS - REMAINS TRUE. I SIMPLY SAY AT THIS LATER STAGE 
OF DEVELOPMENT THAT HAS COME ALONG, THAT WE DO NOT FEEL 
THAT WE HAVE ENOUGH FULL INFORMATION ON PRECISELY WHAT 
THE POWER REALITIES OF IT MAY BE, TO COMMENT MUCH FURTHER. 

Q: HODDING, IN THE LAST SENTENCE OF YOUR STATEMENT, ARE 
YOU SAYING IN EFFECT THAT THERE ARE KEY PRINCIPLES THAT 
ARE EMBODIED IN THE ANGLO-AMERICAN PROPOSALS WHICH ARE NOT 
AS FAR AS WE KNOW EMBODIED IN THE INTERIM SETTLEMENT? 

A: NO, I AM NOT SAYING THAT, BECAUSE I DON'T KNOW. WHAT 
I AM SAYING IS THAT WE THINK THAT THERE ARE MAJOR FACTORS 
IN THOSE PROPOSALS THAT WE PUT FORWARD WHICH WE THINK, 

AS WE HAVE SAID BEFORE, PROVIDE A WAY OF TESTING ANYTHING 
ELSE WHICH MAY EMERGE AS TO WHETHER OR NOT WE THINK IT IS 
GOING TO WORK. 

NOW, WE WILL JUST HAVE TO SEE. WITHOUT PLAYING CODE WITH 
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YOU. ALL I AM SAYING HERE IS THAT WE CONTINUE TO THINK 

THAT THAT PROVIDES A FAIR WAY TO MEASURE THE OVERALL 
EFFECTIVENESS OF ANY OTHER AGREEMENTS THAT MAY BE REACHED. 

Q: YOU DIDN'T SAY ANYTHING SPECIFICALLY HERE TODAY ABOUT 
THIS PRINCIPLE OF REPRESENTATION OF ALL GROUPS IN A 
SETTLEMENT. IS THAT STILL ONE OF THE FACTORS THAT WE ARE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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CONCERNED ABOUT IN THE INTERIM SETTLEMENT? 

A: I THINK THAT WE HAVE ALWAYS FELT, AND CONTINUE TO FEEL, 
THAT AN AGREEMENT IS BETTER THE MORE INCLUSIVE IT IS. AND 
LESS GOOD THE LESS INCLUSIVE IT IS, AND THEREFORE CLEARLY 
WE ALWAYS HOPE, AND CONTINUE TO HOPE, THAT THERE WILL BE 
THE OPPORTUNITY FOR FULL PARTICIPATION BY ALL THE PARTIES 
IN THE SETTLEMENT AND TRANSITION. 

Q: I WONDER IF YOU COULD BRING US UP TO DATE ON THE CON- 
TACTS THAT THIS GOVERNMENT HAS HAD WITH THE PARTIES. 

MOOSE WAS IN LONDON, I BELIEVE, A WEEK AGO. HE OBVIOUSLY 
SAW OWEN. I RELIEVE HE SAW ONE OF THE BLACK NATIONALIST 
LEADERS, AS WELL. 

A: I CAN'T REMEMBER RIGHT NOW. 

Q: IN CONNECTION WITH THIS, I WOULD LIKE TO ASK, AGAIN, 

IF THERE ARE ANY SPECIFIC PLANS FOR NEW CONTACTS WITH 
THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. 

A: I DO NOT KNOW OF ANY, RIGHT NOW. I DON'T WANT TO SPEAK 
FOR DAVID OWEN. I THOUGHT I SAW SOMETHING ON HIS POSSIBLE 
TRAVEL PLANS. I THINK AT THIS POINT, HOWEVER, WITH A 
SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING SET FOR TUESDAY, AS I RECALL, IN 
NEW YORK ON THE SUBJECT THAT A GOOD DEAL OF ACTIVITY WILL 
BE TAKING PLACE RIGHT THERE. 

I DO NOT KNOW OF ANY TRAVEL PLANS RIGHT NOW FOR DICK, BUT 
I WILL TAKE THE QUESTION, OR FOR OTHERS, IN TERMS OF 
MEETING WITH THE MAJOR PARTICIPANTS. 

Q: HODDING, AS I READ YOUR STATEMENT TODAY, YOU ARE SAYING 
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YOU ARE WILLING TO GIVE THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT A CHANCE, 

AT LEAST UNTIL YOU FIND OUT MORE DETAILS AS TO HOW IT IS 
GOING TO WORK. WILL THAT BE YOUR POSITION AT THE UN ALSO? 

A: NO. I THINK THAT IT WOULD BE REALLY A MISTAKE FOR ME 
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TO ALLOW THIS ONE TO BE INTERPRETED TOO FAR BEYOND WHAT 
IT REALLY SAYS. 

FIRST, I DON'T KNOW, AND THEREFORE CANT SAY, SAFELY THAT 
I DON'T KNOW, HOW WE INTEND TO APPROACH THE DISCUSSION AT 
THE SECURITY COUNCIL FOR THE SIMPLE REASON THAT IT IS NOT 
AT ALL CLEAR HOW IT IS GOING TO BE CAST, WHAT KINDS OF 
RESOLUTIONS MAY BE OFFERED, FIRST. SECOND, WE DO NOT HAVE 
A FULL DEFINITION OF EXACTLY WHAT THE AGREEMENTS WHICH 
WERE REACHED INCLUDE, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREAS OF REAL 
POWER, IN THE EXERCISE OF AUTHORITY, TO USE THIS SAME 
PHRASE, BUT REAL POWER DURING THE TRANSITION; THAT IS, 

WHERE IT IS GOING TO RESIDE. SO THAT I THINK THAT, TO BE 
PERFECTLY HONEST, WE WILL PROBABLY STAY WHERE I AM FOR 
THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. 

Q: THE REASON I ASK IS YOU SAY WE WILL IGNORE NO POSSIBI 
LITIES THAT CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THIS IMPORTANT EFFORT, AND 
THIS TENTATIVEAGREEMENT IS ALREADY BEING DENOUNCED BY 
TASS, AMONG OTHERS, AS BEING A SELL-OUT, AND BY OTHER 
AFRICAN NATIONS. I JUST WONDER IF, IN THE FACE OF THOSE 
CONDEMNATIONS, DO YOU PURSUE THIS LINE THROUGH NEXT WEEK, 
ASSUMING THAT THINGS WILL NOT BE ANY CLEARER? 

A: I EXPECT THAT THEY WILL BE CLEARER. I WOULD HOPE THAT 
THEY HAVE, IN FACT, REACHED AGREEMENT WHICH CAN BE MADE 
FAIRLY PRECISE, AND THEREFORE CAN BE UNDERSTOOD AND IN 
TERPRETED. 

IF YOU ARE NOTING, YOU ARE NOTING CORRECTLY FOR THE RECORD 
THAT WE ARE NOT IN FACT RUSHING TO EITHER EMBRACE OR RE- 
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JECT THE PLAN. 

Q: HODDING, CAN YOU BE MORE PRECISE ABOUT WHEN THIS IS 
GOING TO COME UP IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL? 

A: NO. IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT IT IS GOING TO BE 
TUESDAY. 

Q: HODDING, THERE WERE SOME PRESS REPORTS THAT THE NETO 
GOVERNMENT IN ANGOLA HAS ANNOUNCED THAT ANY OF A REPORTED 
300 OR SO EUROPEAN MERCENARIES ARE NOW FIGHTING FOR 
SAVIMBI AND ROBERTO, WHO, IF CAPTURE, WILL BE SHOT ON THE 
SPOT, IN THEIR TERM. 

MY QUESTION IS, DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT BELIEVE THAT 
THIS IS ALLOWABLE WITHIN THE PROVISIONS OF INTERNATIONAL 
LAW? 

A: I DON'T KNOW WHAT OUR POSITION MIGHT BE, LES. I WILL 
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JUST HAVE TO FIND OUT. 

Q: I WOULD LIKE TO FOLLOW THAT UP, IF THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
LEARNS THAT BLACK ANGOLAN COMMUNISTS AND CUBANS ARE BEING 
SHOT ON THE SPOT WHEN CAPTURED BY MERCENARIES WITH SAVIMBI 
AND ROBERTO, WILL YOU IMMEDIATELY SPEAK OUT, OR WILL YOU 
STUDY THE REPORTS? 

A: I HAVEN'T NOTICED US SPEAKING OUT ON A WHOLE NUMBER OF 
ALLEGATIONS HAVING TO DO WITH THAT PARTICULAR CONFLICT. 

I DON'T ANTICIPATE SPEAKING OUT. BUT I WILL TAKE THE 
QUESTION THAT YOU HAVE ASKED ME ABOUT THE GENERAL POSI- 
TION, WHICH I THINK IS ONE I CAN TAKE ON WHAT WE SAY 
ABOUT THAT KIND OF THING AND WHAT PARTICULAR COVENANTS ARE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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COVERED. 

Q: IS THE ZIMBABWE DEVELOPMENT FUND, THE ZIMBABWE TRANSI- 
TION FUND - IS THAT IDEA STILL ALIVE? 


A: YES. 


Q: I MEAN, IS IT POSSIBLE THAT FUNDS WILL BE MADE AVAIL- 
ABLE IF THE INTERNAL SOLUTION IS ACCEPTABLE TO US? 

A: NOTHING LIKE SHELVING SOMETHING. LET ME SEE WHERE WE 
ARE ON THE ZIMBABWE DEVELOPMENT FUND. 

Q: THERE IS A REPORT IN THE NEW YORK TIMES TODAY THAT 
SUGGESTED THAT ZAMBIA MIGHT TURN TO THE SOVIET UNION AND 
CUBA FOR AID IF THINGS CONTINUE ON THEIR PRESENT COURSE. 

HAS ZAMBIA MADE THAT SUGGESTION TO THIS GOVERNMENT? 

A: I DO NOT KNOW WHAT THEY HAVE BROUGHT TO US. I HAVE 
NOT SEEN THAT KIND OF REPORT. I DON'T REALLY HAVE ANY 
COMMENT AT THIS TIME, AND I DON'T KNOW THAT I WILL HAVE 
ONE ON THAT PARTICULAR REPORT OUT OF ZAMBIA. 

Q: ARE YOU AWARE OF ANY CUBANS BEING IN ZAMBIA AT THE 
MOMENT? 

A: I WOULD REPEAT ON BACKGROUND WHAT WE HAVE SAID BEFORE 
ON BACKGROUND, THAT WE UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE SOME 
THERE. 

Q: HODDING, HAVE YOU HAD CONTACT WITH THE INTERNAL BLACK 
LEADERS IN RHODESIA? 


A: YES. 


Q: RECENTLY? 
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A: I DON'T KNOW HOW RECENTLY. I CAN T REMEMBER THE LAST 
TIME. WE HAVE SPOKEN TO - AS YOU KNOW, WE HAVE MET WITH 
BOTH MUZOREWA AND SITHOLI. I DON'T RECALL THE LAST TIME. 

I WILL INCLUDE THAT UNDER THE GENERAL QUESTION THAT 
OZZIE HAS ASKED ME. 

Q: HAVE YOU ANYTHING ON THE KENYAN TALKS? 

A: YES, I WILL GIVE YOU WHAT I HAVE GOT HERE, WHICH IS A 
FAIRLY LONG READ-OUT. 

THE VISIT PERMITTED EXTENSIVE EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE KENYAN 
DELEGATION AND THE AMERICAN OFFICIALS COVERING THE MAJOR 
ASPECTS OF U.S.-KENYAN RELATIONS AND OTHER MATTERS OF 
MUTUAL INTEREST. 

IN PARTICULAR, THE DELEGATION PRESENTED THE KENYAN GOVER- 
MENT'S VIEW ON THE SITUATION IN THE HORN OF AFRICA AND ON 
KENYA'S OWN SECURITY CONCERNS AND NEEDS. 

THERE WAS A VERY USEFUL DISCUSSION OF MEASURES WHICH 
MIGHT BE TAKEN TO ACHIEVE THE MUTUAL OBJECTIVE OF THE 
RESTORATION OF PEACE IN THE HORN, AND THE GUARANTEE OF THE 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF THE STATES IN THE REGION. 

CLOSE CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO GOVERNMENTS ON THIS 
SUBJECT WILL CONTINUE. REGARDING THEIR SECURITY CONCERNS, 
KENYA'S, WE CONFIRMED AMERICA'S INTEREST AND SUPPORT FOR 
KENYA'S SECURITY, AND UNDERTOOK TO CONSIDER CAREFULLY 
KENYA'S PRESENTATION ON THIS SUBJECT. 

OVER-ALL WE CONSIDER THE VISIT TO HAVE BEEN EXTREMELY 
USEFUL, PRODUCTIVE, AND TIMELY. CLEARLY REAFFIRMING THE 
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CLOSE RELATIONSHIP AND UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. 

KENYA'S PRESENTATION INCLUDED A REQUEST THAT WE ASSIST IN 
MEETING ITS ADDITIONAL DEFENSE NEEDS. WE WILL BE HAVING 
MORE SPECIFIC DISCUSSIONS ON THIS SUBJECT WITH THE KEN- 
YANS IN THE NEAR FUTURE, IN CONJUNCTION WITH SIMILAR 
KENYAN DISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER WESTERN SUPPLIERS. 

THE DELEGATION S PRESENTATION INCLUDED A LISTING OF 
ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT THEY CONSIDER NECESSARY FOR THEIR 
DEFENSE. BUT DURING THE VISIT, THERE WAS NOT A DISCUS- 
SION OF SPECIFIC ITEMS, PER SE, OR. IN FACT, OF WHICH 
OF THE ITEMS ON THE LIST THEY MIGHT WANT TO HAVE SUPPLIED 
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BY THE UNITED STATES, AS OPPOSED TO OTHER SUPPLIERS. 

WE EXPECT TO GET INTO THAT IN THE NEXT STEP IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE. 

THE PRESIDENT MENTIONED. OF COURSE, THE F-5S THAT WILL BE 
DELIVERED TO KENYA IN MAY. THOSE PLANES ARE BEING SOLD 
TO KENYA UNDER AN AGREEMENT SIGNED IN AUGUST OF 1976. 

THAT PARTICULAR PACKAGE WAS FINANCED THROUGH FMS CREDIT 
PROVIDED OVER THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS. 

THE FINAL CREDIT FOR THIS PACKAGE IS INCLUDED IN THE 
FISCAL 79 BUDGET REQUEST WHICH HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO 
CONGRESS. 

I THINK YOU GOT THE LIST OF WHO WAS IN THAT DELEGATION. 

IF YOU DON'T, I WILL HAVE IT AVAILABLE AFTERWARD. 

THAT IS BASICALLY WHAT I HAVE GOT ON THE KENYAN THING. 

Q: HODDING, AMONG THE EXTERNAL SOURCES THAT THE KENYANS 
TALK ABOUT FOR GETTING MILITARY EQUIPMENT FROM, ARE ANY 
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OF THEM COMMUNIST COUNTRIES? 

A: IT WAS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT 
OTHER SOURCES MEANING WESTERN SOURCES. AND THAT IS THE 
EXTENT OF WHAT THEY TALKED ABOUT. 

Q: COULDN'T THIS BE CONCEIVED AS BEING AN INDIRECT WAY OF 
FUELING THE CONFLICT IN THE HORN OF AFRICA SINCE KENYA 
HAS SAID THAT IF IT CONTINUES, IF IT SPILLS OVER INTO 
KENYA, THEY WOULD SEND TROOPS TO ETHIOPIA? 

A: NO. AS A MATTER OF FACT, WE ARE ALREADY SUPPLYING 
KENYA WITH ARMS, AS YOU KNOW. WE DO NOT CONSIDER THIS TO 
BE AN ACCELERATION IN ANY CASE. WE ARE GOING INTO FUR- 
THER CONSULTATION BEFORE WE SAY SPECIFICALLY WHAT WILL OR 
WILL NOT BE DONE, THOUGH WE HAVE AGREED, AS I SAID, TO 
HAVE CLOSE CONSULTATIONS ON THEIR NEEDS. 

Q: CAN YOU BE MORE SPECIFIC ON THE NEW REQUEST THAT THEY 
HAVE MADE? 

A: NO, I CAN'T, BECAUSE IT IS NOT A SPECIFIC REQUEST IN 
TOTO TO US. IT WAS A PRESENTATION OF WHAT THEY FELT THEIR 
GENERAL OVER-ALL NEEDS WERE. AND SOME OF IT MIGHT COME 
FROM US AND SOME FROM OTHERS. THAT IS WHY WE ARE GOING 
TO HAVE THE FOLLOW-ON DISCUSSIONS. 

Q: THERE WAS SOME NEWSPAPER STORY THIS MORNING INDICATING 
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WHAT WOULD BE SOME DIFFERENCES OF OPINION BETWEEN THE 
WHITE HOUSE - NAMELY. MR. BRZEZINSKI - AND THE SECRE- 
TARY IN REGARD TO AMERICAN POLICY IN THE HORN OF AFRICA 
AND SALT TALKS. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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A: I THINK THAT THE TWO MEN AND THE PRESIDENT AGREE ON BOTH 
THE SALT TALKS AND THE HORN OF AFRICA. THE PRESIDENT I 
THINK SPOKE ON THE SUBIECT YESTERDAY - THAT IS, THE 
STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY. WHAT BOTH MEN HAVE HAD 
TO SAY IN THE PAST WAS COMPLEMENTARY, AND I DO NOT FEEL 
THAT THERE'S ANY DISAGREEMENT WITH SUBSTANCE. CHRISTOPHER 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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